Prayers 

Great Thanksgiving suitable for Labor Day Weekend 
[Produced by Workers Interfaith Network] 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everything, to give
thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. 
You formed us in your image for work and for Sabbath rest. 
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 
You delivered us from hard labor in Egypt, and made covenant to be our 
sovereign God.
You spoke to us through your prophets, who looked for the day when 
justice shall roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever flowing
stream. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
Though he was rich, yet for our sake he became poor. 
He gathered common laborers to be his disciples, 
and by Your Spirit he preached good news to the poor, 
proclaimed release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, 
set at liberty those who were oppressed, 
and announced the year of Jubilee. 

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection, you gave birth
to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you, 
do this in remembrance of me.” 
When the supper was over he took the cup, 
Gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
That we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 

Renew our communion with your Church throughout the world, 
and strengthen it in every nation and among every people 
to witness faithfully in your name, resisting evil, injustice, and oppression 
in whatever forms they present themselves. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
All honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 

Amen. 














Prayers of Blessing the Work of Our Hands

Blessed be the works of your hands,
O Holy One.
Blessed be these hands that have touched life.
Blessed be these hands that have nurtured creativity.
Blessed be these hands that have held pain.
Blessed be these hands that have embraced with passion.
Blessed be these hands that have tended gardens.
Blessed be these hands that have closed in anger.
Blessed be these hands that have planted new seeds.
Blessed be these hands that have cleaned, washed, mopped, scrubbed.
Blessed be these hands that have become knotty with age.
Blessed be these hands that are wrinkled and scarred from doing justice.
Blessed be these hands that have reached out ad been received.
Blesse be these hands that hold the promise of the future.
Blessed be the works of your hands,
O Holy One. 

[Prayer by Diann Neu from Imagining the World: An Arts and Lectionary Resource, Volume 1, 1994]9 







Prayers of the People


Left: Show me the suffering of the most miserable;
So I will know my people’s plight.

Right: Free me to pray for others;
For you are present in every person.

Left: Help me take responsibility for my own life;
So that I can be free at last.

Right: Grant me courage to serve others;
For in service there is true life.

Left: Give me honesty and patience;
So that I can work with other workers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
All: Bring forth song and celebration;
So that the Spirit will be alive among us.
Let the Spirit flourish and grow;
So that we will never tire of the struggle.
Let us remember those who have died for justice;
For they have given us life.
Help us love even those who hate us;
So we can change the world.

Amen


[Prayer of Cesar Chavez, adapted into litany form by April McGlothin-Eller]


We Have Been to the Mountaintop: A Prayer for Workers 

Almighty God,
We are gathered here today in fellowship and in hope
As women and men committed to justice and freedom,
And as people who honor the dignity and rights of all working people.
We recall today the life and the hope of Martin Luther king, Jr.
And we remember today his vision of a just society, a beloved community.

We have been to the mountaintop,
And we have seen the Promised Land

Even as Dr. king courageously stood with sanitation workers in 1968,
So we stand today with teachers, firefighters, police officers,
An all workers whose rights re today imperiled across this nation
We know, God, that your Spirit is among us
And that Dr. King’s vision abides in our hearts.

We have been to the mountaintop,
And we have seen the Promised Land

We see in one another and in our working brothers and sisters
Your divine signature, God, and we lift it up this day.
We offer this common prayer in one voice to your,
In one mighty chorus across the nation.

We have been to the mountaintop,
And we have seen the Promised Land

God of Compassion and Mercy,
We ask that you remain with us and strengthen us
As we endeavor to ensure that freedom prevails for working people,
And that your divine signature is never obscured by injustice.10 

We have been to the mountaintop,
And we have seen the Promised Land

We ask that you guide us today and in the days to come
That we may all one day arrive in the Promised land
As a beloved community, a great fellowship of men and women
Committed to the dignity and welfare and freedom of all people.

We have been to the mountaintop,
And we have seen the Promised Land

We ask for these things
In the sure knowledge that justice
Will triumph.

Amen.









Labor Day Litany

Reader: Friends, let us offer our prayers to God, who pronounced all creation good, who sent his Son to live and work as one like us, and who calls us to serve the poor and those oppressed. Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
Reader: For all those who work:
All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
Reader: For those who are unemployed or underemployed, or have lost their jobs because of changing economic conditions, let us pray:
All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
Reader: For those who work in hazardous conditions without sufficient protection, let us pray:
All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
Reader: For migrant workers and all who work the land, let us pray:




All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
Reader: For all employers that they may seek to provide a just work environment:
All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
Reader: For those who face discrimination, harassment, or abuse in the work place, let us pray:
All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
Reader: For those who must balance job commitments with the needs of their family, let us pray:
All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands.
Reader: Loving God, through your Son you gave us an example to love one another as he loved us. Give us the strength to continue working to bring forth your kingdom here on earth – a kingdom of justice and peace, kindness and compassion, grace and mercy. Grant this through Christ, our Lord.
All: Amen
